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Island · Deyelopers Pushing . Ahe~~ 
. ·, . . 1 

The Scott administration's brave talk ship of the· -9,ooil. acres of ~arshland ·in tbe 
about sa~_ng the S~ith (Bald Head) Island 12- 000-acre island complex, not made it 

" ' 'al 1"· that ·twill press its claim for complex from development has turned out • -ci:-yst c ear .. _1 , 

th t ·t ·11 fight to the last to~ be regrettably just talk. · Governor . the- µiarshlands, a 1 WI . 

' • • • ' • • • • • h • t d spoilation of those a-c·ott's "plan" for acq'uiring the wilderness d1tc ~gains ,any e . 
.:>· • • • • • • • • lif and that 
~ ... land at·.the mouth of •the Cape F~ar River breedmg grounds for marine e, 
..... • . . • ·t enal to for the benefit of the people has turned out • 1t will,,u_s~ an~ ·weapons ._'ID: 1 s ars . 

• ' • t h g • in the natural sur-ja ,be n6:plan ~t aU,just wishful' t_hinking at Pr~ven c ... an _e .,. . .. . . . . 
- : ' • • ..-0undings ... along • the perimeter of. the best. - --i . . . • · · , • 

island complex? · . •· . 
_ The administratior,t's Perform.an c e '~ Mr. Scott may _have a polnt in blaming 

.fe~ord J.?.as been_ cruelly disappointing to . -the economic ·.' ; ecesslon . for. failure of 
North Carolinians. who W?uld like to save pri~ate interests· to . contrib~te for . :pµr
something' of value-for futute generations. ~ha.se ~f the isl~d so-that it -could be _pre-

• -Instead of t~king a bold approach to · •• hi 
served for··the public. But it does ·m no 

~t,revent development of the island, as Mr. _c_~edi; .. to point ·to a ro~~ a},·· public bene-
~Scott had indicated earlier w~uld be d~ne, factor , in his .opposition_ last , year to a 
~the administration has stood a_lmoSt idly resolution in the legislature for island i 

; by as the initial phase of development pro-.. ·d.evelopment. A~tu.ally_, h,is lack of positive i, 

~ ceeded. - • .- fead~p;hip . on the island issue gave the 
t Wher~ was : the state when the de- legislature no incentive to acquire the 
; velopers, the Caroiina Cape Fear Corp:.,.or unique:. a~set. ~stead, of, ·presentin~ a 
~contractors landed ~e~vy- equi_pment on I · -~i;>e.~ifi¢ i>rogram, 'tied to a specific req~est 
, the island to · level maritime .forests for a foriunds, he more or less tossed the issue 
11 't'" • 

'golf cour~e? Where _was the sta!e whe~ the · fo the ·aE;.ne_ral Assembly. 
~island's spinal dune was broached, . when . The .. developers · .have ~~n some key 
,:dune protection was a feature 0f environ- · rm.tnds:'1t would be 'too eatly, howev:er -to . 
... - - f • • ~ ' ' ~ • • ' 

•: mental _ protect.ion legislation for coastal concede them a complete victory. Whether 
Ateas e1facted by the last legislature? they get that . victory would appear to 
Where was· the state when the developers depend upon wh~ther, and how, state and 

• :Were selling "in excess" of $2.5 million federal governments use environmental 
worth of land to prospective future resi- protection weapons in their arsenals. More 
~ents, when the buyers surely must have than talk will -be needed, as is. evident in 
Jmown that aggressive action could do failure of the s ·cott administration's talk to , 
;mu.ch to discourage dev:eiopmeQt? save the island' from the.development that 
' Why has the state, which claims owner- has occurred. · . 

' . . 
...:--- ~ • - b th b erea hV t1Wt1<;1. sider~J a nc11 prize o y 

I wouJd-he-_, ~evclopers and ~ 


